
 
 

 

 

First Sunday of 

Advent  
 

 

November 29, 2020 

                                  4/19/2 

 

 

1 
 



PRELUDE 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                   BCP 355 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Kyrie 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.                  BCP 211 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in                     

the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in                     

the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead,                    

we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one                    

God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE LESSONS 

ABOUT TODAY’S READINGS 

Today’s readings call us to watchfulness. Isaiah assures us that God works for those who wait in                 

faithfulness, especially through challenging times. In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul affirms              

his readers for their spiritual gifts, which well equip them for the return of the Lord Jesus. In today’s                   

gospel, Jesus directs us to “keep awake” (v. 37). 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 
 A READING FROM THE ISAIAH                                                                                              ISAIAH 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 

no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways. 
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But you were angry, and we sinned; 

because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 

or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

   PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18                                                           Recite Responsively By Whole Verse 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

 

THE SECOND LESSON 
 A READING FROM 1 CORINTHIANS                                                                         1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ                       

Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as                    

the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual                  

gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that                      

you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the                      

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord.  

People      Thanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN    Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending    

 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshipers; 

with what rapture, with what rapture, 

with what rapture, 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

4 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the power and glory; 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 
 

 

 THE HOLY GOSPEL 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

 

 MARK 13:24-37 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 
 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send                    

out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of                     

heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you                    

know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near,                    

at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken                    

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the                    

Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a                      

journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the                  

doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the                  

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you                     

asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 

THE SERMON                               Fr. Seth 

4 
 



THE NICENE CREED                                                              BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People are Form IV           BCP 388 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 

love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 

one another and serve the common good. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 

service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 

one another as he loves us. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 

troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that 

we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation: Pete Crombie, Lynette Hebert, Brent Lumkin, 

Remola Barton, David Crowe, Jon Eastwood, William, Ben Ladner, Joanne Neal, Wendy Pelloquin, Mark 

Reddin, Taylor Smith, Tomeu Vadell, Wade Shaddock, and for all those suffering after hurricanes Laura 

and Delta. 
 

For our military, especially: Trevor Alexander, Ryan Ayres, David Doyle, Emmanuel Ebhoomhan, Edie 

Abagail Moon, Glenn Richard and Keegan Schuller. 
 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for the Anglican Church of Lusitanian. 
 

In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for all Retired Clergy, especially the Rev. Dr. Peter Cook. 
 

In the Congregation’s cycle of prayer, we pray for Don Green. 
 

We give thanks to those parishioners celebrating their birthday this week Delma Porter, Victoria McKey               

and Avery Cook. 

 

THE COLLECT AT THE PRAYERS      BCP 394 

Celebrant 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now live by faith, 

may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 

and Advocate.  Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN      BCP 360 

Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
. 

Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 
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THE PEACE      BCP 360 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

● Advent Virtual Class on the book Following Jesus in the Holy Land: Pathways of Discipleship through 

Advent and Lent by Stephen Need led by Father Seth on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 p.m. via ZOOM 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/96125485618?pwd=WTZoRVpTd2NmMzJFeW1ISVI0NXBXUT09 

Meeting ID: 961 2548 5618 

Passcode: dyRVT4. 

● You're Invited: The Case for Christmas Online Bible Study  In The Case for Christmas, you will 

look at the story surrounding the birth of Jesus—and see the Christmas story in a whole new light. You 

will learn to separate the holiday from the holy day, the facts from the fantasy, and the truth from the 

tradition to know with confidence that the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth are accurate and true.  Sign up: 

www.studygateway.com/online-bible-studies/case-for-christmas-registration/ 

● If anyone needs gift cards or knows someone that does, please contact Father Seth.  

● Men’s group will meet on Wednesdays at 8:00 am, following all COVID guidelines, at George Heard’s 

house: 905 W LaGrange Street 

● OCC if you haven’t already go online to fill a shoebox we are so close to meeting our goal. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                            BCP 367 

Eucharistic Prayer B  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 

from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/following-jesus-holy-land-discipleship/dp/1789590418/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=following+jesus+in+the+holy+land&qid=1605612362&sr=8-1&pldnSite=1
https://www.amazon.com/following-jesus-holy-land-discipleship/dp/1789590418/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=following+jesus+in+the+holy+land&qid=1605612362&sr=8-1&pldnSite=1
https://zoom.us/j/96125485618?pwd=WTZoRVpTd2NmMzJFeW1ISVI0NXBXUT09
http://www.studygateway.com/online-bible-studies/case-for-christmas-registration/
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/62611791-bd2e-4a74-adbf-06256814005


to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from                   

your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the                  

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his                    

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness                 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,                  

we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and                 

the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,                     

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                 BCP 364 
 

Celebrant      And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

        as we forgive those 

       who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

       and the power, and the glory, 

       for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
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And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

 

 



Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;                                  BCP 364   

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleulia. 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 
 

 

Celebrant and People  

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 

the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 

assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 

Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 

you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 

Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

   THE BLESSING 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify 

you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful 

in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with 

unending life. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you for ever. Amen. 
  
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
 



 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 

 

The Very Rev. D. Seth Donald, Celebrant and Preacher  

Paul White, Lay Eucharistic Minister 

Harriet Green, Lector 

Susan Arrington, Pianist 

Heather Ritchie, Violinist 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Expenses necessary for hurricane repair and reconstruction 

make your offering even more critical: 

https://www.stmichaelslc.com/donate.html 

The church relies on your generosity. 
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We are grateful for the continued outpouring of love and support in the 

aftermath of hurricanes Laura and Delta. 

St. Michael’s has been the recipient of prayers, gift cards, and donations 

from churches and dioceses around the country. 

 

The Episcopal Diocese of Western Louisiana, Pineville, LA 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Gulfport, MS 

Church of the Nativity Episcopal Church, Huntsville, AL 

All Saints Episcopal Church, Morristown, TN 

Trinity by the Sea Episcopal Church, Port Aransas, TX 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Upperville, VA 

Epiphany, Opelousas, LA 

Saint Barnabas, Lafayette, LA 

St. Mark’s Cathedral, Shreveport, LA 

Holy Nativity, Panama City, FL 

Episcopal Diocese of Alabama 

Ascension Episcopal Church, Hayward, WI 

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church, Metairie, LA 

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Palestine, TX 

ECW of St. Stephens, Liberty, TX 

Episcopal Diocese of Central Florida 

Grace Episcopal Church, Galveston, TX 

  Christ Episcopal Church, Montpelier, VT 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Beaumont, TX 

St. Michael's Episcopal Church - Austin, Texas 

Episcopal Relief and Development, New York, NY  
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